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Definition: This work is original and presents a high quality of scholarship. 

Criteria:


(i) 
Thesis/dissertation that has been converted into a book.

(ii) 
Presents high quality of scholarship and contributes to the advancement of knowledge.

(iii) 
Manuscript must be written by an author or a few authors.
Title: 

______________________________________________________________________________
This manuscript is being considered for publication. Your opinion/response to this manuscript is appreciated and will thus, help us in making decision.

Your report serves only as a guide for the Universiti Sains Malaysia Press. Your identity will not be revealed without your consent.

______________________________________________________________________________
1. 
Purpose and Scope

(a) 
Explain briefly the purpose of this manuscript.

(b) 
Is this manuscript a preliminary or advanced study?
2. 
Originality, Accuracy and Scholarship

(a) 
Is this manuscript original and has a high quality of scholarship?

 (b) 
Are the quotations/translations/terminologies in the text accurate?

3. 
Presentation

This manuscript is written based on a thesis/dissertation. (The guide for conversion from a thesis/dissertation to a book is as attached in Annex A.)

(a) 
Does the presentation fits the criteria of a book?

(b) 
Are there any parts of this manuscript that still retained the style of a thesis?

(c) 
Is this manuscript well organized, coherent and cohesive? 
(d) 
Is it written in a clear manner and easy to read?

4. 
Language

(a) 
Is this manuscript well-written in terms of grammar, spelling, terminology and vocabulary?

(b) 
Is the language register good and suitable for the intended audience?  

5. 
Content

(a) 
What is the main content of this manuscript?

(b) 
Does the content of this manuscript new and important to its discipline?
(c) 
Does the content sufficiently covers the scope of the title?
6. 
Strength and Weakness

Please comment on the strength and weakness of this manuscript in general.

(a)  
Strength

(b) 
Weakness
7. 
Suggestion

Please provide suggestions for improvement (if any).

(a) 
Examples of obvious mistakes and corrective measures.

(b) 
Other comments and suggestions.

8. 
Infringement of Act

Does the content of this manuscript infringe the Internal Security Act, Copyright Act, Sedition Act and Official Secrets Act?

9. 
Comparison with other works


Are there other competitive books of the same discipline in the market? If yes, what is the extent of the similarities to this manuscript (if any)?

10. 
Marketing

(a) 
Who are the potential readers and buyers of this book?

(b) 
Is this book suitable as a textbook for higher education? 
(c) 
What is the approximate number of buyers per year?
11. 
Recommendation

Based on the overall review of this manuscript, my recommendation is as below:




Accept for publication after minor correction.
Accept for publication with the condition that the author(s) does all the necessary revision and suggestion as recommended.

Reject for publication.
Date: _________________


Signature
: _____________________________
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: _____________________________







New I/C No.
: _____________________________







Profession
: _____________________________







Address
: _____________________________







 

Annex A

CONVERSION FROM THESIS/DISSERTATION TO BOOK

	Thesis/Dissertation
	Book

	Specific target readers: discipline jargon may be used
	Wide range of readers: avoid using jargon, choose suitable terminologies/words that can be easily understood by readers

	Structured chapter title and title was determined earlier:

Introduction

Literature review

Problem Statement

Objective/Hypothesis

Methodology

Data analysis

Finding

Suggestion

Reference

Annex

–
	Title of chapters depend on the topic of discussion:

Introduction

Chapters arranged in continuity

Conclusion

Reference

Annex (if any)

Index

	Wide-range literature review 
	Background information is written based on knowledge, experiences and literature review.
It is then presented in short paragraphs.

	Detailed methodology
	The focus is on the findings, not on how it was achieved.
Brief methodology may be written in Introduction (if needed)

	Narrow focus
Titles may split up to 5 levels
	The focus is not too narrow. It fits the title and a wide range of its target readers.
Titles may split up to 3 levels only (if relevant)



	More focus to the source, methodology and theory
	More focus to the subject being discussed.

	Repetition of content
	Smooth flow of ideas

	Lots of notes, illustrations and tables
	Simplify notes, illustrations and tables. Delete unnecessary information that may not help the readers to understand.

	Lots of quotations
	Reduce full quotations. Select important phrase/words only.

	Lots of references/bibliography
	Include direct references only.

	Contain copyrighted works that can be used for learning purposes.
	Author must obtain written permission from the author(s) of copyrighted works.
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